
 

The Truth About Tithing 



  
• To minimize misusing Scripture when studying,  follow these principles 

• 1.  You must understand the land, the language and the literature of the people you are 

studying (Hebrews/Israel) 

• 2.  You must seek out biblical history and secular history related to the text or subject 

• 3.  You must study whom is the text written and why was it written? 

• 4.  You must know kinds of problems or issues were facing the people being addressed? 

• 5.  You must understand what the text means to the original hearers? 

• 6.  Is the text teaching a timeless truth or a specific instruction for a specific situation or 

people? 

• 7.  What is the context of the text and its message saying to those who are being 

addressed?  

• 8.  Learn all you can about the people you are reading about. 

• 9.  You must never elevate the secondary meaning of a text over the primary meaning. To 

do so means you are committing unethical exegesis and compromising Yahweh’s intent to 

the intended audience. 



 Blessing or Hardship 

• Many have called the Tithing system a blessing while others call it a hardship. 

• Why would Yahweh implement a giving system that liberates the rich man but 

condemns the poor woman? 

• Were the Tithes used to supports Pastors’ livelihood, pay the church staff, building 

mortgage, etc? 

• Was Money ever used as the Tithes?  

• Did the New Testament Church practice the Tithing system? 

• What did Yahshua teach about the Tithing system?                                       

• All of these questions and more will be answered during this teaching.  Yours eye 

will be open to the truth of Yahweh’s Word and you will have a better understand 

of what the scriptures teach in regards to the Tithing system.  



First of all, I will prove to you that the tithes was never 10% of 

your net or gross income; it was not MONEY at all! 

 

2 Tim 2:15 states that we should STUDY to show ourselves 

approved, RIGHTLY dividing the Word of TRUTH! 

 

Hebrew definition of Tithe: strongs, 4643-maaser: meaning at tenth 

(part). Note: not 10% of your income, but a tenth part of 

something. 



What did Yahweh Command Israel to Tithe? 

 

- The Agricultural society argument: Many argue that Israel was an 

agricultural society and Agriculture was their money. Fact: Israel 

had plenty of money (gold, silver, shekels, etc). They left Egypt 

with the wealth of Egypt, yet Yahweh never asked to tithe one 

shekel.  Although Israel was an agriculture society, they were not 

predominately agricultural. The temple in Jerusalem was not built 

with corn, wheat, fruit, ect, but money. They had plenty of 

MONEY! 

  



 

 

 

 
What did Yahweh Command Israel to Tithe? 

 

Leviticus 27:30-33,  And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or 

of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's; it is holy to the Lord.  And if a man wants to 

redeem any of his tithe, he shall add a fifth (of the value) to it.  And all the tithe of 

the herd or of the flock, whatever passes under the herdsman's staff [by means 

of which each tenth animal as it passes through a small door is selected and 

marked], the tenth shall be holy to the Lord. The man shall not examine whether 

the animal is good or bad nor shall he exchange it. If he does exchange it, then 

both it and the animal substituted for it shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed. 

 

Note: Yahweh never asked for the wealth (money) because Tithes were not about 

money at all. 



What did Yahweh command Israel to Tithe? 

Note vs 31, And if a man wants to redeem any of his tithe, he shall add a fifth (of the 

value) to it.  

 

Q: Does the church teach that you can redeem (keep) your tithes? If the tithe was 

money, how are you to redeem it by adding a fifth of the value? How do you redeem 

money with more money? 

 

A: Israel did not have to tithe, Yahweh was gracious enough to allow them to keep 

their tithe and pay (money) for the value of it, plus 20%.  

 

Note: The tithe was always some sort of food, never money. You were able to 

exchange your tithe with money if you chose to do so, but only under certain 

conditions which will be explained. 

 

 

  



What did Yahweh command Israel to Tithe? 

In Leviticus 27:30-33: The tithes only pertained to agricultural crops and herds or 

livestock, never money. If you were not a landowner who owned crops or a herdsman, 

YOU WERE NOT required to tithe! 

 

The contribution of a tenth (part) of one‘s crops and livestock required in the OT was 

for sacred purposes. This was on all crops produced and animals born in Israel. 

• The tithe never consisted of money. (exception is in Leviticus 27: 30-33, Deut 12: 5-

18, and 14: 22-29) 

• The tithe always consisted of agricultural crops and animal herds. 

• The tithe came from only those who were landowners and herdsman. 

• The tithe is everything eatable, that was stored up or grew out of the earth. 

 

 

 

 

  



What did Yahweh command Israel to Tithe? 

Summation 

 
- The biblical tithe was produce from the land, sheep, cattle, crops, fruit, grain, wine, oil, ect. 

- It was never money because the tithe were meant to be eaten, or used in sacrifice, or for food.  

- Tithe could be redeemed in a manner in which the giver and receiver benefited.  

 

Remember, Israelites lived under a Theocracy, so the tithe supported their government social  

programs, this was one of the ways they honored and worshiped YHWH.  

 

When tithing is commanded, scripture shows that it is only and specifically agricultural “increase” 

(increase was considered what you took to the market and sold after you had taken care of all your 

needs)  that should be tithed upon. See Leviticus 27: 30-33, Duet 12:17, 14:23-28, 2 Chronicles 

35:1-6, Nehemiah 12:44, Proverbs 3:9, Matthew 23:23, Luke 11:42. 

Now let’s explore Deuteronomy 14:22-29 clearer understanding! 

 

 

 

 

  



What did Yahweh command Israel to Tithe? 

                     Deuteronomy 14:22-29 You shall surely tithe all the yield of your seed 

                     produced by your field each year. And you shall eat before the Lord 

                     your God in the place in which He will cause His Name [and Presence] to dwell the tithe 

(tenth) of your grain, your new wine, your oil, and the firstlings of your herd and your flock, that you may 

learn [reverently] to fear the Lord your God always. And if the distance is too long for you to carry your 

tithe, or the place where the Lord your God chooses to set His Name [and Presence] is too far away for 

you, when the Lord your God has blessed you, Then you shall turn it into money, and bind up the money in 

your hand, and shall go to the place which the Lord your God has chosen. And you may spend that money 

for whatever your appetite craves, for oxen, or sheep, or new wine or strong drink, or whatever you 

desire; and you shall eat there before the Lord your God and you shall rejoice, you and your household. 

And you shall not forsake or neglect the Levite [God's minister] in your towns, for he has been given no 

share or inheritance with you. At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your 

increase the same year and lay it up within your towns. And the Levite [because he has no part or 

inheritance with you] and the stranger or temporary resident, and the fatherless and the widow who are in 

your towns shall come and eat and be satisfied, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of 

your hands that you do. 

Blessed by following the Torah! 

 

  



 

 Tithing did NOT begin until Israel was in the Promised Land 
 

  DUET12:1,5,6,19  

  • Deuteronomy 12:1 These are the statutes and judgments, which ye shall observe to do in the 

     land, which the Lord God of thy fathers giveth thee to possess it, all the days that ye live upon the  

     earth. 

 

  • Deuteronomy 12:5-6 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your 

     tribes to put His Name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:  

     And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave         

offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your 

     herds and of your flocks: 

 

  • Deuteronomy 12:19 Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite as long as thou livest 

     upon the earth. (The NKJ NAS, NIV and RSV all read, ―As long as you live in your land.) 

  



 

 The Initial Tithing Structure 

 Summation 

 
1. Included ONLY agricultural products (seed of the land and fruit of the tree) and animals (herd or flock) – the 

TENTH one to pass under the rod, not the first (Lev. 27:30-32). Also, tithe was not paid unless more than 9 were 

owned, and tithe paid only on increase.  So, if a man made his living harvesting clams, none of his profits would be  

tithe-able. If he raised corn, the part that was sold for food after his needs were meet would be tithe-able, but if he  

sold the husks to make a covering, or to stuff pillows, none of those profits would be tithe-able. 

 

This Verse (It Was God’s First Critical Introduction of the Tithe Laws to Israel) 

 

1. A farmer could choose not to tithe, but buy the tithe back and give money instead, but add 20 percent.  

2. There was an exchange both for the tither and the receiver, whom both benefited.  

3. Are today tithers allowed to redeem [buy back] the tithe?  

4. The problem is that Christian hand over tithe money but don‘t get a tangible return for their exchange.  

5. The tither in Leviticus received something tangible for keeping his tithe.  

6. He paid money for his tithe with interest but got to keep his tithe.  

7. When the farmer gave the priest money, the person receives something tangible in return.  

8. When Christians do a money tithe transaction, are they receiving something tangible in return? NO. They get  

    Nothing but empty wallets. At least in the Torah you got something in return, which was the tithe itself.  

9. You can only exchange crops for money. Num 3: 45-51, 18: 15-17 for redeeming.  

10. The tithe in Leviticus, Yahweh did not specify who to give it to because they were still in the wilderness when 

he gave the instruction. 



Understanding the First Tithe, Leviticus 27 

•  This tithe given to Levites only. It was one tenth of grains, fruits, and nuts. Numbers 8: 25-32 

 

•  This tithe was the tithe the Levites received from the other 11 tribes. It was a heaving offering 

Numbers 18: 24.  

 

•  The Levites had to tithe from the tithe they received from their Israelites brothers. A tenth of the 

tenth went to the priest. V25-31 (The Levites Tithe)  

 

•  The twelve tribes harvested the land, it was their responsibility to set aside a 10th part and transfer 

ownership to the Levites. 

 

•  The first tithe is what the Levites collected from the other 11 tribe farmers  

 

•  Tithing was an annual event, not a weekly event as done in churches. 

 

•  The Levites got the first tithe as payment, as their inheritance [not as Salary] because they did not 

get any land from Yahweh. 

 

•  The tenth of the tithe the priest received from the Levites supported and guaranteed security for the 

priest and protected the temple system. 

•  Priests were exempt from the tithe.  



Understanding the First Tithe, Leviticus 27 

 

• The first tithe did not apply to everyone‘s income. Rather, it consists of a tenth of  the crops grown 

and the livestock raised by Israelite farmers within the land of Canaan. 

• Israelites living in the land of Canaan who made their living by any other means did not have to pay 

this tithe, and Israelites farming outside of the land of Canaan did not have to pay this tithe. 

• The Levite priests received a command to take tithes from the people, as in Hebrews 7:5, 11. ―And 

verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a 

commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law.” 

 

Pastors and ministers have no Biblical authority to receive tithes in the New Testament, as 

contrasted with the Levites, who were commanded under the Law to receive them! Hebrews 

7:5 is explicit on this point. No pastor or minister holds the Levitical priesthood office, hence, 

no tithes. 

 

Note: The role of Pastor is a function and gift, NOT a tribe, position or title. (Ephesians4:11-15). 

Pastors claiming they have replaced the Levites is one of the greatest cases of  modern day 

Identity Theft in order to stake claim to something they have no biblical right, THE TITHE! 



•    Second tithe was not really given away, but rather consumed by the tither as an offering to the Lord.  

• Second tithe could be exchanged for money and then be used by the tither to buy whatever they desired. 

• Second tithe could only be eaten in Jerusalem and had to be spend on themselves, family and others. 

• Second tithe was NOT given to any priest or Levite. TO SAY YOU CAN‘T EAT YOUR OWN TITHE IS  

     NOT BIBLICAL because they ate their own tithe during this time. 

 

The second tithe was collected on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th years only. Second tithe, the festival tithe, was NOT  

brought for storage at the temple storehouse. This second tithe must be consumed by worshippers in the streets during  

celebration. If travel distance is too far, this tithe may be turned into MONEY and when you arrive, you can purchase 

whatever you like during the celebration. It is not for salaries. Deuteronomy 12:1-19; 14:22- 26. 
 

• Second tithe was brought during the festivals of Passover, Pentecost, and the Tabernacles and each time they were to 

share it with others in celebration. 

• Second tithe was to be eaten where Yahweh chose, which became Jerusalem! 

• Second tithe could be eaten, whereas the first tithe could not be eaten. 

Duet 14: 24 is for festivals and is not the same as when they got to redeem the tithe in Leviticus 27:31.  

The Festivals are mentioned Exodus 23:14-17 and Duet 16:16 

 

• There were clearly three beneficiaries of the tithe in Scripture: the Levites, the poor, and yourself! Reading  

Deuteronomy 14, will astonish you. Has anyone ever taught you that you could (or should) spend the tithe on  

yourself......” (Deut 14:23). Eat the tithe? 

Understanding the Second Tithe  

Duet 12:6-21, 14:22-26 



• The tithe for the poor was a sort of Welfare system in Israel so people would not suffer from  

     the Have and Have Not syndrome. 

• The poor tithe was given every third year. 

• The Poor did not tithe because they did not own land or raise herds, the poor received the tithe. 

• The teaching of Yahshua about giving to the poor is ―giving to God. Regardless of any notion 

     of the tithe, or required giving, it is clear that every believer in Yahshua should be a devoted 

     giver to the poor. Read Matthew 25:31-46 

• The poor tithe, was NOT brought to the temple in Jerusalem either.  

• This tithe was kept at home and not taken anywhere  

• The poor got to glean from the land Duet 24:19-21. (Boaz) Ruth 2:8-9,  

• The poor paid nothing or very small sacrifices, Lev 14:21, Lev 27:8 

 

The main point of Tithing throughout the scripture was FOOD! FOOD for the Levite, FOOD for  

The stranger, FOOD for the widow, FOOD for the orphans, FOOD for the fatherless, FOOD for  

The poor. 

Understanding the Poor Tithe  

Sometimes called the Third Tithe 

Duet 14:27-29, 26:12-14 



Others took part in the food tithe? 

The Poor, which Included the Levites, Orphans, Strangers, Widows, etc., Did Not Pay Tithe  

But Received a Tithe from the Tithe! 

 

• Question: Are churches giving their collected tithe (money) to the poor as the Bible 

Commands in the Torah? 

 

• Why are poor people tithing in churches when the covenant Yahweh made with Israel did 

not command the poor to tithe. Nowhere does Yahweh ask his people to tithe on decrease,  

but on increase (Duet 14:22-26). The poor did not own land or herds, so they had nothing to 

tithe. The poor had no increase! 

 

• Yahweh instituted a Poor Tithe as Israel's Welfare System to take care of the less 

fortunate. It was not an option. Tithing is hard on the poor but easy for the rich. That’s why 

it was not mandatory for everyone in Israel.  

 
Once the Levites received the tithe, they in-turn tithed a tenth of the tenth to the priest, 

then another tenth from the 90 percent the Levites and priest were to give to the Poor. 



Others took part in the food tithe? 

Unfortunately, it is all too common to find large churches with many poor who give above and 

beyond their means out of fear of the curse of Malachi 3:9. Expecting the poor to pay tithes from 

welfare and Social Security checks is a disgrace. Many poor who tithe are then forced to depend 

even more on welfare because the church does not give more back to the poor more than it receives 

from them. Such treatment is oppression of the poor and is a modern day scandal! 

 
Deuteronomy 26:12-15 When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine increase the 

third year, which is the year of tithing, and hast given it unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, 

and the widow, that they may eat within thy gates, and be filled; Then thou shalt say before the 

LORD thy God, I have brought away the hallowed things out of mine house, and also have given 

them unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow, according to all thy 

commandments which thou hast commanded me: I have not transgressed thy commandments, 

neither have I forgotten them: I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I taken away 

ought thereof for any unclean use, nor given ought thereof for the dead: but I have hearkened to the 

voice of the LORD my God, and have done according to all that thou hast commanded me. Look 

down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy people Israel, and the land which thou 

hast given us, as thou swore unto our fathers, a land that flow with milk and honey.  



Specifics About The Poor Tithe 

1.  The Poor tithe was kept in the cities where the farmers, crop growers, and herders lived. Thus the 

term “within your gates” means inside the cities. The stuff was kept in community storehouses to 

be handed out to Levites, Orphans, Fatherless, and strangers (Non-Israelites) 

 

2.  There were also a second tithe, discussed in Deuteronomy 14. The procedures for this tithe vary 

according to a seven-year cycle. In the first, second, fourth, fifth, and (probably) sixth years of the 

cycle, a tithe of one‘s produce was to be taken to Jerusalem, to be offered up and consumed (by the 

tither) within the holy city. If a farming family lived too far to carry its produce all the way to 

Jerusalem, they could redeem their tithe and bring the money to Jerusalem, where they were to buy, 

whatsoever thy soul desire, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine (Deut 14:26). In other words, this tithe 

was not really given away, but rather consumed by the tither as an offering to the Lord. Obviously, 

this tithe is also a far cry from the dominant notion of tithing in the church today. 

 

Needless to say, few pastors are in the habit of quoting this verse: When was the last time you heard 

a Pastor tell his flock that they should spend their tithe on a steak dinner or a bottle of wine? 



The Usages of the FOOD Tithes 

1. The tithed harvest had several usages. They are listed here with the corresponding verses. 

 

2. Food for the Levites - Deuteronomy 18:1, Nehemiah 10:38, 12:44, 13:10, 2 Chronicles 31:2-19,  

     2 Chronicles 35:10-15, 1 Cor 9 (workers at the alter ate at the altar) 

 

3. Food for the priests - Leviticus 6:15-22, 7:6, 7:31-35, Numbers 5:9-10, Numbers 6:20,  

    18:8-19, Deuteronomy 18:1-4; Ezekiel 44:30, Nehemiah 10:38, 12:44, 13:10, 2. Chronicles  

    31:2-19, 2. 2 Chronicles 35:14 

 

4. Food for the high priest - Numbers 18:26-32 

 

5. Food for the giver - Deut 14:23 & 26 

 

6. Supplies - Numbers 7:5-8  

 

7. Welfare services - Deuteronomy 14:29, 26:11-12  

 

8. Sacrificial material for the altar - Leviticus 1-7, Numbers 18:8-9, 17 

 

Yahweh established the Tithe in Israel to prevent a system of the haves and have nots and to  

prevent class distinction. The present day Church tithing system has created some of the  

riches Preachers and some of the poorest church members! 



Why Did the Levites have no Inheritance? 

Why were they entitled to the Agricultural Tithe?  

•The Levites were the only ones ever given authority to take tithes from the people (Numbers 

18:21, Heb 7:5) God Ordained only Levites to accept the tithe. 

 

•Read Nehemiah 13:5 

 

•The Levite received the tithe because God changed their inheritance from land to the food/crop 

tithe. Why did God change it for the Levites. Gen 49: 5-7. Read Gen chapter 34. Jacob 

disinherited Levi and Simeon because of the mass murder they committed, “let not my soul enter 

council: let not my honor be united to their assembly.” They had no inheritance in the land 

Numbers 18:20. The Levi‘s disinherited state caused him to be a burden to his brethren, living on 

their tithes, sacrifices, and offerings. God choose the Levites to re-inherit them. That was grace in 

action to serve as the people needs before God. 

 

Since the Torah teaches that the Tithe belongs to the Levites ONLY, It is a forgone conclusion 

that if you ARE NOT from the tribe of Levi, you (Pastors) are not authorized to accept tithes from 

the people. Hence, Yahshua and Peter was from the tribe of Judah, Paul was from the tribe of 

Benjamin. They were all disqualified from receiving any part of the biblical tithe. Numbers 18 is 

the legal authorization for the Levites and no one else to accept the tithes. 



•   Why do preachers teach and say the Levites worked full time in the temple, when the scripture says differently? 

• How many Levites do you need at the temple at one time? For example, the Bible says their were 23,000 Levites 

     counted in the census in Numbers 26: 62. 

• The Big Questions • Could 23, 000 Levites work full time in the temple all at once? What would that many  

     people do. How many Levites does it take to break down the temple and set it up? Where did they go once their  

     work was done. Even if 10, 000 of them were one month old, do you need 13,000 people to set up the temple?  

     When you ask questions, you quickly realize somebody is not teaching the Bible accurately. 

• The Answer is No •   Levites did not work full time in the temple. So pastors who teach this concept to escape  

      working fails to take into consideration what the Apostle Paul said to Church leadership, in 2 Thessalonians 3:7-10, 

      “ For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;  Neither did 

       we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be  

       chargeable to any of you: Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an example unto you to follow  

       us. For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.” 

 

• The Levites worked, farmed land, took care of herds, flocks, and took care of cities and lived in suburbs/towns  

      they were responsible for. The scripture in Numbers 35: 1-8 is evidence that proves Levites did not work full time 

      in the Temple.  

 

So what is being taught by Pastors is false. Paul‘s example to the leaders at Thessalonica were to follow his example of  

work and preaching even if you have the right not to work, otherwise you will become a leader who is a busy body in  

people‘s affairs. Paul‘s command to work for all believers and leaders begins in verse 6. 

Did the Levites work in the Temple full time? 

Where they in FULL TIME ministry? 



Did the Levites work in the Temple full time? 

Where they in FULL TIME ministry?  

  Levites worked to earn money when they were not in the temple service, but some pastors say they  

  can’t work. Let’s see what the bible says. 

 

1. Levites were not given territories like other tribes, but they were given reasonable amounts of  

     acreage for cattle, fields, and vineyards just outside the priestly cities (Nu.:1-5). They lived in 48 

     cities. 

 

2. Levites lived off the tithe only when it was their turn to minister in the temple (De 18:6,8;  

     Luke 1:5,8,9). 

 

3. Other than the third and sixth years, the only Levites that received the tithe were those who  

     ministered in the central tabernacle, and then they only received the part left over from the Family 

celebrations before the Lord. 

 

4. Levites also served as teachers (De 24:8; 33:10; II Chr 35:3; Ne8:7), judges (De 17:8,9; 21:5;  

     I Chr 23:4; II Chr 19:8; Ezk 44:24), tended to medical situations (Lev 13:2; 14:2; Luke 17:14), 

     performed as singers and musicians (I Chr 25; II Chr 5:12-14; 34:12), scribes, officers and 

    doorkeepers (II Chr 34:13 officers and doorkeepers refer to security), architects and builders 

    (II Chr 34:8-13). The tithe, paid every third year, provided all these services, plus aid to the poor. 



 

 

 
Did the Levites do more than Temple work? 

 

•As temple workers, David re-organized the Levites‘ work schedules under his political authority.  

Levites served in 24 divisions, each serving at the temple only a week at a time, or about two weeks 

per year (1 Chron. 24 all; Luke 1:5-6). During the construction of the temple David divided the  

38,000 Levites as follows: 24,000 construction supervisors, 6,000 treasurers, and judges 4,000  

gatekeepers, and 4,000 musicians (1 Chron. 23:4-5). 

 

It is apparent that the Levites were not full time temple workers, so why do pastors think they can‘t  

work and preach. However, if a congregation is financially able to support a pastor then it 

may be permitted, but only through freewill offerings not tithes. 

 

Duties of 38,000 Tithe-Receiving Levites as Religious/Political Workers: 

24, 000 Temple Workers (23:4) 

6, 000 civil and religious judges and officers (23:4; 26:29-31) 

4, 000 civil and religious guards (23:5) (Neh. 13:22) 

4, 000 singers (23:5) 

4, 600 earlier served as soldiers (1 Chron. 12:23, 26) (1 Chron 27:5) 



 

 
First Fruits (Not Money nor Tithe) 

Leviticus 23:10-14, Numbers 18;12-28, Deut 18:4 
 

• The first of grain or fruit harvested each year. This produce in addition to the firstborn of farm  

animals was considered sacred. It was offered to Yahweh in thanksgiving and celebration in a special 

ceremony held in the day of first fruits, which took place during the festival of Pentecost, (Numbers 

28:26: 2 Chr 31:5) 

 

• Tithes Were Not the Same as First-fruits. The first-fruit was a very small amount of the first crop  

harvest and the firstborn was the first offspring of animals. The first-fruit was small enough to fit into 

a hand-held basket (Deut. 26:1-4, 10; Lev. 23:17; Num. 18:12-17; 2 Chron 31:5a). First-fruit and 

first-born offerings went directly to the Temple and were required to be totally consumed by 

ministering priests only inside the Temple (Neh. 10:35-37a; Ex. 23:19; 34:26; Deut. 18:4). 

 

• There is no scripture that says believers are to bring any kind of monetary first fruit to a 

pastor as it taught today. See Exodus 23:16 for what God wanted as first fruits. See Exodus 

23:19 for the condition of the First Fruits. See Nehemiah 10: 35-37 for the purpose of the first fruit. 

 

• The first fruit was a bundle, handful, a heap of the beginning harvest from the ground. 

• First fruits offering according to the Word of Yahweh is from crops (assets).   

Note: First Fruits emphasized QUALITY, Tithe emphasized QUANTITY! 



 
First Fruits (Not Money nor Tithe) 

Leviticus 23:10-14, Numbers 18;12-28, Deut 18:4 
 

FIRST-FRUITS  

The first-fruits of the ground were offered unto God just as the first-born of man and animals. 

The law required: 

(1.) That on the morrow after the Passover Sabbath a sheaf of new corn should be 

waved by the priest before the altar (Leviticus 23:5,6,10,12; 2:12).  

 

(2.) That at the feast of Pentecost two loaves of leavened bread, made from the new flour, were to be 

waved in like manner (Leviticus 23:15,17; Numbers 28:26). 

 

(3.) The feast of Tabernacles was an acknowledgement that the fruits of the harvest were from the 

Lord (Exodus 23:16; 34:22). 

 

(4.) Every individual was required to consecrate to God a portion of the first-fruits of the land 

(Exodus 22:29; 23:19; 34:26; Numbers 15:20,21). 

 

(5.) The law enjoined that no fruit was to be gathered from newly-planted fruit-trees for the first three 

years, and that the first-fruits of the fourth year were to be consecrated to the Lord (Leviticus 

19:23-25). Jeremiah (2:3) alludes to the ordinance of "first-fruits," and hence he must have been 

acquainted with the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, where the laws regarding it are 

recorded. 



 

 

Characteristics About Abraham‘s Tithe 
 

•  Tithing was common among pagan religions and cultures of his day 

•  Abraham‘s tithe to Melchizedec was a freewill gift and not commanded by Yahweh 

•  Abraham‘s Tithe was NOT brought to any storehouse or sanctuary (Gen 14:17-24) 

•  Abraham was 80 years old before he tithed and it is never recorded that he tithed before or  

    after this event 

•  Abraham was not given any promise of blessing for tithing to Melchizedec 

•  Abraham tithe consisted of the spoils of war (Hebrews 7:4)  

•  Abraham never tithed from his personal possessions that God promised and gave him 

   (Genesis 12: 1-2, 16 and 13:2). 

•  There is no scripture stating that anyone tithed to Yahweh as a custom until 400 years later 

 (Gal 3:16-17). 

•  Yahweh‘s promise to Abram had nothing to do with tithing but everything to do with faith 

•  Tithes and offerings were not a requirement to make Abraham rich. He was rich first before 

    he ever tithed,  Gen 13: 1-2. 

•  Yahweh‘s only command For Abram was to leave his home. He did not command him to  

    Tithe (Gen 12) 

•  Abram gave a tenth of what he took from others during war, not any of his own 

possessions.  



 

 

Characteristics About Abraham‘s Tithe 
 

For those who want to argue the pre-law tithing position, it is important to note that scripture records 

Abraham tithed only once out of his 175 years of life on earth. There is no evidence he tithed again. 

So if Pastors want to use Abraham as a proof “text” to argue that Christians must tithe, then you are 

only obligated to tithe one time for the rest of your life.  

 
• Yahweh promise: Gen 12:2 and Abram acted on the promise and tithing was not a part of the  

promise.  

•Abraham gave 10 percent but he did not keep the rest either, so he gave it all 100 % of the spoils  

away 

•Abraham never tithed to Melchizedek again 

•There is no directive in Scripture granting anyone the authority to put themselves into the Mel 

priesthood and command tithes from God‘s people 

•The spoils of war (Booty, Plunder) included captured people from the battle (Numbers 31: 26)   

•It is important not to take cultural traditions from generations ago and apply them to today because 

they are in the Bible 

•Tithing in the Law (Torah) was for a specific tribe (Levites and Priests) .  

 

Note: The role of Pastor is a function and gift, NOT a tribe or position or title. (Ephesians 

4:11-15) 



The book of Malachi is not written to the church, but to the Israelite Priest (Mal 1:6-14) . 

This passage of scripture is not talking to the Church when read and exegete in its proper 

historical context. You must identity who Yahweh is talking to; He was talking about food 

and offerings in this statement. Yahweh is talking to the priests who were robbing Him, not 

the people, Malachi 2:1 & 3. Neh 10:38 and Neh Chapter13 

 

You can’t rob Yahweh because everything belongs to him anyway. When you compare Mal 

1:6, 13, 14, Mal 3:8-9 to Numbers 18:21-24 and Nehemiah 10:37b, the usual interpretation 

of “bring the whole tithe into the storehouse” has been turned into a terrible lie. 

 

 Hebrew translators think that verse 9 should read, “this whole nation OF YOU.” Although 

“of you” does not appear in the King James Version, it does appear in the more literal NAS 

and RSV (and also the very popular NIV). The purpose of adding “of you” is unclear 

unless it distinguishes the whole nation “of you priests” from the rest of the nation! 

Rightfully Dividing Malachi 



What is the biblical storehouse?  

Is the Church Storehouse Used for tithing? Malachi 3:7-10 

What is the biblical storehouse?  

•  Hebrew: Owtsar or o-Tsawr: A depository, a treasure. 

•  The storehouse was adjoining the temple where Israel brought their tithe of corn, 

oil, barley, wine, cattle, and one tenth of the flock to Jerusalem. 

•  The storehouse was located in back of the Temple in Jerusalem, not the local 

church 

•  The Temple and the adjoining storehouse at Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70 by 

Titus and the Roman Army. 

•  The purpose of the storehouse was for sustenance of the priests and Levites, and 

for distribution. 

•  There were storehouses in Levitical cities (Numbers 31; Joshua 21) (2 Chron 

31:15-19 and Neh 10:37-38; 13:10) 



What is the biblical storehouse?  

•  The biblical storehouse/storerooms held tithes of food. The present day Churches 

collect money which is never defined in the Bible as a Tithe. 

•  Ignoring the fact that the written word has not been updated, the Torah has been 

unilaterally changed by man in claiming that the local church is the "storehouse. 

•  The storehouse was organized and lead by the Levites for a specific purpose. The 

tithe was collected for a specific purpose. The Levite technically does not exist 

anymore, and can therefore no longer supervise any storehouse of tithes. 

•  The Church has never been linked in the New Testament to being the storehouse". 

And as seen previously, the building of the Temple according to God's way was 

with free-will offerings, not a tithe and payment of the shekel (Exodus 30 11-16) 

(Exodus 35:4-36:6). 

• There is no New Testament verse calling the church building, group, or 

organization The Storehouse. 



What is the biblical storehouse?  

• The concept of the storage city or storehouse is at least as old as the time of Joseph. He 

established a food reserve that saved Egypt from famine (Genesis 41). During seven years 

of plenty, Joseph had the Egyptian farmers store one-fifth of their produce. Then, when 

seven years of famine struck, the grain in the storehouses kept starvation from the land. 

•  BARN — a storehouse (Deuteronomy 28:8; Job 39:12; Haggai 2:19) for grain, which 

was usually under ground, although also sometimes above ground (Luke 12:18). 

•  The storehouse were rooms in the Temple complex  

•  The new testament believer is the temple (1 Cor 3: 16-17 & 1 Cor 6:19) 

 •  The tithe in Malachi is clearly agricultural and the animal tithe of ancient Israel. 

 

When Did The Storehouse or Storerooms Appear 

•  The storehouse began in 2 Chronicles 31: 4-10. This is Solomon's temple.  

•  An order had been given by Hezekiah to bring the tithe of the agricultural produce into 

the sanctuary—and the people brought such abundance that the Levites had to lay it up in 

heaps (verses 5–6). 

 • Hezekiah then had chambers made in the Temple to hold the surplus (verse 10). They 

held grain, not money. 



Spiritualized version of Malachi 3:10-11 in order to get money 

Spiritualized Version Based on Money 

Bring (as an act of worship) the full amount of your tithe (ten percent of your on-going income) into 

the storehouse (the local church), that there may be food ( spiritual food) in my house (the local 

church), and prove me now (presently) by it, (put me to test, give me an opportunity to prove myself) 

and you will see that I will open the windows of heaven to you and pour out on you so much (financial, 

material) blessing that you will not have room enough to contain it. Then I will rebuke (protect your 

income) from the devourer (the devil) for you, I will stop the thief (the devil) from destroying the fruit 

(money, material goods) of your labors. 

 

Literal Correct Version Based on the Context 

Bring the full amount (the once every three years food) tithe into my storehouse (The local storehouse 

for the poor and needy), that there my be food (real food) in my storehouse and prove me now (during 

the time of the law of Moses) by it, and you will see that I will open the windows of heaven (the sky) to 

you (Israelites growing crops)  and pour out so much blessing (rain) that you will not have room 

enough to contain it (the harvest). Then I will rebuke the devourer (those thing that destroy crops; 

locust, worms, rapacious insects, bad weather) for you, so that it (those things that destroy crops; 

insects bad weather) may not destroy the fruits of the ground (the crops) nor will your vine in the field 

cast ( drop prematurely) it grapes. 



Spiritualized version of Malachi 3:10-11 in order to get money 

Tithe Teachers Change the Bible to Fit Their Private Interpretation, here‘s how: 

 

Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of scripture comes from someone’s own 

interpretation, 1 Peter 1:20 

•   They changed the Storehouse into the local church. The storehouse was food   

     located in the Levitical cities 

•   They changed meat/food (literal food) into spiritual food and money 

•   They changed blessings which is rain into money (financial and material things) 

•   They changed Windows of Heaven (Gen 7:11-12 and Gen 8:2) which is the  

    SKY/Rain for the crops, into money 

•   They changed the devourer which are insects, into the devil. The Hebrew word  

     for devourer is AKAL. It means to eat, feed on, consumption by man or 

     animals. An insect eats. 



Spiritualized version of Malachi  “False Claims” 

False Claim: Tithing Rebukes the Devourer 

•The devourer in Mal 3:11 is not the Devil as tithe teachers teach 

•The devil is already defeated based on Col 2:15 

•The devourer in Mal 3:11 is the Hebrew word AKAL. It means to eat, feed on, consumption by man or 

animals. The devourer in Malachi is an insect that eats. God promised the Israelites he would rebuke the 

insects from destroying their crops as long as they kept the food tithe covenant. 

 

We as Believers are not waiting on God to rebuke, he gave us the power to rebuke through Yahshua 

Messiah,  see Mark 16: 17-18. The devourer are locust, pests, insects and other creatures that eat the crops. 

Money is not the subject of this verse. What is really being devoured in erroneously teaching that the 

devourer is the devil is your money, your health, your sleep, and your relationships. 

 

There is yet another surprise that most Christians fail to understand. In actual fact, the Temple in Jerusalem 

did not get the bulk of its income for operation from the tithe that the Israelites gave on their farm produce 

and herds. There was another law that Moses enacted that provided huge quantities of money to Temple 

operations when the people were faithful in carrying out the Law of the Old Covenant. Moses also 

legislated that the Temple itself was to be (in a primary sense) funded from the giving of a half-shekel by 

every male in Israel (Exodus 30:11–16). This half-shekel was to be given each year and it was to be sent to 

the Temple treasury no matter where Israelites lived in the world. 



The Truth About the Widow's Gift 

•For some of you, this will come as a surprise.  You will come to a new understanding of 

the reason for the poor widow's gift.  Contrary to popular belief, the widow's story is 

NOT an example that believers are to follow. This same story is also recorded in Luke 

20:45 - 21:4.  Both accounts read basically the same.  I will make reference to the 

recording in the book of Mark. 

•Mark 12:41-44 And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast 

money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there came a certain poor 

widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. And he called unto him his 

disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, 

than all they which have cast into the treasury:  For all they did cast in of their abundance; but 

she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. 



The Truth About the Widow's Gift 

 

Isa 10:1-2 

 Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, to deprive 

the poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people, making 

widows their prey and robbing the fatherless.  

                                                                Deut 24:19 

When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. 

Leave it for the alien, the fatherless and the widow.     

                                                                Mal 3:5 

"So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, 

adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress 

the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me," says the 

LORD Almighty 



The Truth About the Widow's Gift 

• After reading the above scriptures, now let's go back to the first scripture I started with in the 

book of Mark with just one change.  This time I want you to read it starting a few verses 

earlier.  Mark 12:38-40  And he (Yahshua) said unto them (His disciples) in his doctrine, 

Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long clothing, and love salutations in the 

marketplaces, And the chief seats in the synagogues, and the uppermost rooms at feasts: 

Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive 

greater damnation. 

• Yahshua is an excellent teacher.  He first told the disciples what scribes (those who added to 

the Torah their own laws) were doing 'They devour widows' houses'.  To demonstrate how 

these teachers were doing it, Yahshua then sat down where he could observe the 

offerings.  Along comes a poor widow and she puts in everything she had to live on.  Why on 

earth would a poor widow do that?  Yahshua was demonstrating exactly how the teachers of 

the law (oral Torah) were plundering the poor widows. Yahweh didn't tell that woman to give 

that offering.  That was what she was taught to do by the religious leaders and she believed 

them, she gave up all she had. You all have heard the rhetoric by the religious leaders; “Give 

all you got and God will give all he has!” 



The Truth About the Widow's Gift 

• Rather than being an example of the type of giving that pleases Yahweh, it is really an 

example of the kind of exploitation of poor widows that displeases Yahweh.  

• Yes, Yahshua did say that the poor widow put more into the treasury than all the 

others, but she is NOT the model for poor people to imitate. He was showing His 

Disciples how the religious leaders would take advantage of her. 



Understanding the 30, 60, 100 fold blessing 

Mathew 13:1-23,  

This is another teaching that some Pastors use to manipulate the church into giving more. 

In its proper context, you will clearly see that this scripture has absolutely nothing to do 

with money! 

vs 11-14 And He replied to them, To you it has been given to know the secrets and mysteries of 

the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 

For whoever has [spiritual knowledge], to him will more be given and he will be furnished richly 

so that he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

This is the reason that I speak to them in parables: because having the power of seeing, they do 

not see; and having the power of hearing, they do not hear, nor do they grasp and understand.In 

them indeed is the process of fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah, which says: You shall indeed 

hear and hear but never grasp and understand; and you shall indeed look and look but never see 

and perceive. 

Isaiah 6:9-10 



Understanding the 30, 60, 100 fold blessing 

Mathew 13:1-23, Mark 4:14-20 

  vs 18-23 Listen then to the [meaning of the] parable of the sower: While anyone is hearing the 

Word of the kingdom and does not grasp and comprehend it, the evil one comes and snatches 

away what was sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the roadside.  As for what was 

sown on thin (rocky) soil, this is he who hears the Word and at once welcomes and accepts it with 

joy; Yet it has no real root in him, but is temporary (inconstant, lasts but a little while); and when 

affliction or trouble or persecution comes on account of the Word, at once he is caused to stumble 

[he is repelled and begins to distrust and desert Him Whom he ought to trust and obey] and he 

falls away.  As for what was sown among thorns, this is he who hears the Word, but the cares of 

the world and the pleasure and delight and glamour and deceitfulness of riches choke and 

suffocate the Word, and it yields no fruit.  As for what was sown on good soil, this is he who 

hears the Word and grasps and comprehends it; he indeed bears fruit and yields in one case 

a hundred times as much as was sown, in another sixty times as much, and in another thirty. 



Understanding the 30, 60, 100 fold blessing 

Mathew 13:1-23, Mark 4:14-20 

Some Preachers use these verses in their teaching when generating baseline income, to build 

expectations to get the audience to give large amounts of cash in hopes of a large return to the sower 

if they sow seeds of 100 dollars, 1000 dollars, or more.  

 

• These verses has absolutely NOTHING to do with giving money. To teach so is a poor example 

of proper exegesis, but a prime example of improper ignorant interpretation.   

•  Yahshua interpreted His own parable and no one has the right to re-interpret (called scripture 

twisting) what Yahshua clearly explained.  

• The chapter is not talking about or alluding to return on investment of your money into the 

church/Kingdom or any 501c3 organization. 

• The chapter is talking about the WORD coming into someone‘s heart and producing a fruitful 

life.  

• When preachers take scripture out of context, it is pre-text for false doctrine such as the 10% 

mandatory tithe or giving to get huge returns on the money you give.  

• The 30, 60 and 100 fold blessing is taught by some as a guaranteed formula for worldly wealth. 

If giving this way is sure to bring huge returns on whatever money is given, then those who teach  

this should apply this to themselves so that they would never have to ask for money. 

• If the teaching of the 30, 60 and 100 fold return were true in terms of return on your money,  

every believer should be rich, but that is not the case with millions of people following this false 

teaching.  



The Proper Giving System in Torah 

 

Exodus 35: 5 Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, 

let him bring it, an offering of the LORD; gold, and silver, and brass,  

 

Exodus 35:21 And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his 

spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD's offering to the work of the tabernacle of the 

congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments.  

 

Exodus 35:29 The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the LORD, every man and 

woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of work, which the LORD had 

commanded to be made by the hand of Moses.  

 

Exodus 36:5-6 And they spake unto Moses, saying, The people bring much more than enough for 

the service of the work, which the LORD commanded to make.  And Moses gave commandment, 

and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make 

any more work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing.  



The Proper Giving System in Torah 

 

Observations of this giving text 
1. Yahweh built the temple on freewill offerings before the mandatory tithe is instituted in Numbers 

18.  

2. Yahweh told them if they were willing to give. If they were not willing, then Israelites had that 

option. 

3.  If their spirit was moved, they gave from their heart, not out of an obligation or by force or threat  

4. Freewill offerings brought more than enough to build the tabernacle. 

5. Yahweh never asked for a tithe to build the temple.  

6. Yahweh never asked Israelite children to give an offering, Exodus 30: 14. You had to be at 20 years 

old & up.  

7. Willing in verse 5 is (Strong’s 5081) Hebrew nadiyb or nadiv. It means voluntary, generous, 

prompt. 

8. Made Willing in verse 21 (Strong’s 5068) Hebrew nadab. It means to volunteer, to present 

spontaneously  

9.Willing offering in verse 29 (Strong’s 5071) Hebrew ndabah. It means spontaneous gift. 



Giving is Spirit Controlled Not Mandated 

 

Believers practice giving that as Spirit Controlled and not man-dated! 

 

Directed to give cheerfully according to their ability, 2 Cor 8:3-15 

 

For, as I can bear witness, [they gave] according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability; and 

[they did it] voluntarily, Begging us most insistently for the favor and the fellowship of contributing 

in this ministration for [the relief and support of] the saints [in Jerusalem]. Nor that we expected, but 

first they gave themselves to the Lord and to us [as His agents] by the will of God entirely 

disregarding their personal interests, they gave as much as they possibly could, having put themselves 

at our disposal to be directed by the will of God, So much so that we have urged Titus that as he 

began it, he should also complete this beneficent and gracious contribution among you [the church at 

Corinth]. Now as you abound and excel and are at the front in everything--in faith, in expressing 

yourselves, in knowledge, in all zeal, and in your love for us, abound and excel in this gracious work 

[of almsgiving] also. I give this not as an order [to dictate to you], but to prove, by the zeal of others, 

the sincerity of your [own] love also. For you are becoming progressively acquainted with and 

recognizing more strongly and clearly the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He was rich, yet 

for your sakes He became poor, in order that by His poverty you might become enriched (abundantly 

supplied).       CONTINUE NEXT SLIDE…… 



Giving is Spirit Controlled Not Man Mandated 

 

Believers practice giving that as Spirit Controlled and not man-dated! 

 

Directed to give cheerfully according to their ability, 2 Cor 8:3-15 

 

[It is then] my counsel and my opinion in this matter that I give [you when I say]: It is profitable and 

fitting for you which more than a year ago you not only began, but were the first to wish to do 

anything [about contributions for the relief of the saints at Jerusalem]. So now finish doing it, that 

your [enthusiastic] readiness in desiring it may be equalled by your completion of it according to your 

ability and means. For if the [eager] readiness to give is there, then it is acceptable and welcomed in 

proportion to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. For it is not [intended] that 

other people be eased and relieved [of their responsibility] and you be burdened and suffer [unfairly], 

But to have equality [share and share alike], your surplus over necessity at the present time going to 

meet their want and to equalize the difference created by it, so that [at some other time] their surplus 

in turn may be given to supply your want. Thus there may be equality, As it is written, He who 

gathered much had nothing over, and he who gathered little did not lack. But thanks be to God Who 

planted the same earnest zeal and care for you in the heart of Titus. 



Giving is Spirit Controlled Not Man Mandated 

                   Believers practice giving that as Spirit Controlled and not man-dated! 

 

Directed to give cheerfully according to their ability, 2 Cor 9:1-15 

 

NOW ABOUT the offering that is for the saints (God's people in Jerusalem), it is quite superfluous 

that I should write you; For I am well acquainted with your willingness and I have proudly told about 

you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been prepared since last year for this 

contribution; and your enthusiasm has stimulated the majority of them. Still, I am sending the 

brethren [on to you], lest our pride in you should be made an empty boast in this particular case, and 

so that you may be all ready, as I told them you would be; Lest, if [any] Macedonians should come 

with me and find you unprepared [for this generosity], we, to say nothing of yourselves, be 

humiliated for our being so confident. That is why I thought it necessary to urge these brethren to go 

to you before I do and make arrangements in advance for this bountiful, promised gift of yours, so 

that it may be ready, not as an extortion but as a generous and willing gift. [Remember] this: he who 

sows sparingly and grudgingly will also reap sparingly and grudgingly, and he who sows generously 

that blessings may come to someone] will also reap generously and with blessings. Let each one 

[give] as he has made up his own mind and purposed in his heart, not reluctantly or sorrowfully or 

under compulsion, for God loves (He [takes pleasure in, prizes above other things, and is unwilling to 

abandon or to do without) a cheerful (joyous, "prompt to do it") giver [whose heart is in his giving].  

 

CONTINUE NEXT SLIDE 



Giving is Spirit Controlled Not Man Mandated 

                                         Believers practice giving that as Spirit Controlled and not man-dated! 

 

Directed to give cheerfully according to their ability, 2 Cor 9:1-15 

 

And God is able to make all grace (every favor and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so 

that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient. As it is 

written, He [the benevolent person] scatters abroad; He gives to the poor; His deeds of justice and 

goodness and kindness and benevolence will go on and endure forever! And [God] Who provides 

seed for the sower and bread for eating will also provide and multiply your [resources for] sowing 

and increase the fruits of your righteousness which manifests itself in active goodness, kindness, and 

charity]. Thus you will be enriched in all things and in every way, so that you can be generous, and 

[your generosity as it is] administered by us will bring forth thanksgiving to God. For the service that 

the ministering of this fund renders does not only fully supply what is lacking to the saints (God's 

people), but it also overflows in many [cries of] thanksgiving to God. Because at [your] standing of 

the test of this ministry, they will glorify God for your loyalty and obedience to the Gospel of Christ 

which you confess, as well as for your generous-hearted liberality to them and to all [the other needy 

ones]. And they yearn for you while they pray for you, because of the surpassing measure of God's 

grace (His favor and mercy and spiritual blessing which is shown forth) in you. Now thanks be to 

God for His Gift, [precious] beyond telling [His indescribable, inexpressible, free Gift]! 



 Reasons Why Paul Could Not Accept Tithes 

 

“Unlike so many, we do not peddle the Word of God for profit. 2 Cor 2:17 

 

•He was not from the tribe of Levi which had the commandment to collect the food tithe, Heb 7:5.2.

     

•He was from the tribe of Benjamin, Philippians 3:5, Romans 11:1.3.  

•He worked as a tent maker throughout his Apostleship and Evangelistic Journeys, Acts 18:3, 20: 34: 

1 Thes 2:9 and 2 Thes, 3:8. 

a) Acts 18:3 And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their   

    occupation they were tentmakers. 

 b) Acts 20:34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to 

them that were with me. 

•The Learning Bible: My dear friends, you surely haven’t forgotten our hard work and hardships. 

You remember how night and day we struggled to make a living, so that we could tell you God’s 

message without being a burden to anyone. 1 Thes 2:9 

•The leaning Bible: You surely know that you should follow our example. We didn’t waste our time 

loafing and we didn’t accept food from anyone without paying for it. We didn’t want to be a burden 

to any of you, so night and day we worked as hard as we could 2 Thes 3:7-9. 



 Reasons Why Paul Could Not Accept Tithes 

 

4.  Paul was from a traditional Hebrew family and it was custom for Hebrew boys to have some 

      occupation that would enable him to earn a living regardless of what professional career and that  

      includes preaching. Paul choose tent making (not green Army tents but Tallits, Hebrew prayer  

     shawls) as his trade because of his father and Hebrew boys following in their father’s business. 

•Tent making in Paul’s day was a lucrative business and it would have provided enough for his 

mission work. Paul was not a full time Pastor and neither were the other Apostles, because they were 

always on missionary journeys sent out by Jerusalem leadership where James was in charge. 
 

•Israelites were still tithing to the temple and Levites and Priests because it was still standing, so the 

Tithe was still going to Levites and Priests therefore making the tithe illegal for Paul to accept or 

collect,  Acts 21:20:a) “Acts 21:20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto 

him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all 

zealous of the law: KJV (Read the rest of the chapter) Since Israelite believers were still obeying, the 

food tithe, it could not go to Paul but only to the Levites, and the Priests who only got a tenth of the 

tenth which was one percent (Nehemiah 10:38 ―And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the 

Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the 

house of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house.” 



 Reasons Why Paul Could Not Accept Tithes 

 

“Unlike so many, we do not peddle the Word of God for profit. 2 Cor 2:17 

 

•Paul was under the authority of the Hebrew church in Jerusalem as stated in the book of Acts so he 

could not demand tithes from Israelite or gentile believers. 

•Rabbis, such as Paul, were not expected to earn a living from teaching the law (Torah), For, in point 

of fact, with few exceptions, all the leading authorities were working at some trade, till at last it 

became quite an affectation to engage in hard bodily labor . 

•1 Corinthians 7:20 is an extremely interesting text to look at in this discussion of tithing. “Let every 

man abide in the same calling (Strong’s 2821) wherein he was called.” In its context, Paul was 

teaching that, unless our job or life situation is immoral or unjust, we should remain where we are! 

This makes sense when viewed from the tradition that one’s vocation was a calling from God. The 

author of this statement, Paul, makes it even more interesting, because Paul remained in his secular 

calling as a tentmaker while pursuing his spiritual calling as a gospel Apostle and evangelist.  



 Reasons Why Paul Could Not Accept Tithes 

 

1 Cor 9 “Sharing with those who impart Spirituals things to you”.  

 

This is not Pastor salary or one working Full Time ministry!  


